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'AGES FROM THE RARE Boua .

: ~ THe DURGAHS AND MAHOMEDAN SAINTS OF HINDOSTAN
T ; e ol i Complited by the Publication Celil

AMIDST the numerous mausoleums erected by the disciples of Islam, which atheact

~ tthe traveller’s attention throughout Hindostan, one at Royah, a town in the neighbourhooa o

Dowlatabad, which eclipses that of the Emperor Aurungzebe, is particularly worthy of notice
It is raised over the ashes of a very remarkable person, named Boorhan-ood-Deen, who was
regarded as a prophet during his life-time, and who obtained the honour of canonization after
death. This man was the follower of one of those fanatics, who, about a century after the decease

Laof Mahomed, advanced pretensions to equal favour with the God of the faithful. A new Sect

" was established in Arabia, under the name of Ismaeliah, and Boorhan-ood-Deen, one of its most

distinguished followers, wandered with his partizans into Hindostan, where they founded a city
called after him, Boorhanpore. The greater portion of the inhabitants of this place, who are
entitled Borahs, and who are remarkable for the peculiar tenets of their form of Mohamedanism,
differ very widely in their manners and persons from the other disciples of Islamism settled \n
India. They bear to this day the marks of foreign orgin, and are as widely distinguished from

the rest of the inhabitants, as the Parsees, or any other tribe which have maintained their primitive
habits throughout a series of ages.

It is probable that Aurungzebe, who desired nothing so much as to die in the odour of sanc-
tity, chose that his mortal remains should lie in the close vicinity of those of so celebrated a person,
although he being an orthodex Mouslem, the selection must be considered rather strange. Affecting
austerity of manners and simplicity in equipage and tatire, Aurungzebe evinced more carelessness
respecting his last resting-place than had been manifested by the most celebrated of his predeces-
sors. He either did not construct his mausoleum during his life-time, or did he take little pains
to render it worthy of the name which be bequeathed to posterity. The building, compared with
other tombs in India, raised over the ashes of great men, is mall and mean, being partly formed
of wood, and destitute of the florid ornaments usually so profusely lavished on the palace-like
monuments of the mighty dead, who in this bright land repose in edifices not inferior to ntany
of the cathedrals which are the boast of Europe. Royah, strictly interpreted, means, “ the place
of tombs ™, and the greater portion of the other buildings of the town having falled to decay,
it is now literally little more than a city of the dead. The mausoleum of Boor_han-oogi-D_een,
probably in consequence either of some rich endowment, or the liberality of pious pilgrims,
still retains its ancient splendour. A considerable number of moollahs are supported within
its precincts, and attend daily in the performance of religious exercises. The shrine is illuminated
‘by lamps kept burning night and day, and the sarcophagus is canopied by a pall of green velvet,
tichly fringed and tasseled with gold. The doors of this tomb are plated with silver, and there
is a nobut- khana, or music-room, attached to it, furnished with drums, and other instruments
which are employed in the celebration of religious festivals.

The city of Boorhanpore, before mentioned, is one of the handsome to be found in Fhe
Deccan ; it is situated in the province of Candeish, and lies near the banks of the Taptee, a beautiful
Tiver, which, running westward nearly in a parallel line with the Nerbuddah, falls into the Gulf
of Cambay at Surat. The streets of Boorhanpore are wider than those usually to be found in
oriental cities ; a large proportion of the houses are of brick, three stories in hight ; all are tiled,
.and the principal avenues open into a spacious chowk, or market-place. The finest street in Boor-
hanpore is called the Raj Bazaar and all are well supplied with water, wihch is conveyed through
an aqueduct the distance of four miles, and, though suffering considerably from the effects of
Mahratta conquest, the city may still be styled wealthy. .The'best houses are inhabited by the
Borahs, who all actively engaged in commerce, resem_bhng in this respect the Parsees of Bombay ;
they wear a peculiar costume, some-what approaching to that of the Arabs, and retain in their
form and features characteristic traits of their ancestors. Those who are not rich enough to embark
largely in ‘mercantile adventures, and remain in commercial dignity at home, travel throughout

the country in the capacity of hawkers. Their chief commoditics consist of perfumes and jewels,

' i I ini Iky, yet less valuable
which they carry about in boxes, more easily portable than bales containing bulky, y ;
articles ; (}:Ionsid}érable numbers are settled at Bombay, Baroche, and Surat, apd the latter plgce
15 the re,sidence of the head moollah, or patrrich, of their sect. Boorhanpore is famous as being
the place in which the treaty made by the European Government with Dowlat Row Scindiah was

signed, in 1804. A series of brilliant campaigns, under Lord Lake and the Duke of Wellington,

; i tunate result, which rescued one of the fairest countries in the world (the Deccan)
}'f‘?)ntlot;lkélsdgcs);la?ing effects of Mahratta sway. But though the chief part of western India ha;
derived the happiest effects from the success of British arms, the province of Car{delsh,dpfqved
‘to have orginaily oelonged to the Mahrattas, previous to the _nghul.conquest, was not e;,tlr‘xe‘7
to experience the same benefit. It still forms a part of Scindiah’s teritory, and if notf coutml.npc,
‘to be exposed to the horrors and devastations of war, enjoys few of the blessings of peace ; its
once extensive towns and villages strew the plains with ruins, and there is ldl_ttle encoufagemetrln
+o till land continusally exposed to the depredatno_ns of Bheels apd other wild tribes. _ anseguen y
ibut a small part of the once rich and fertile province of Candeish is now under cultivation ; trace.
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